Hwy 40 Scenic Bypass

Summit Hotel @

The coming of the railroad made

it easy for well-heeled tour-

ists to visit Donner Summit and

with the building of a large ho-

tel, they came. Whole families
came to enjoy the summit and stayed for weeks at a time.

The first Summit Hotel was built in 1870, the year after the
railroad was completed, and was called the Cardwell House,
It sat right next to the railroad and not far from Tunnel 6. It
burned in 1892 and a new hotel was immediately built a little
west on the Dutch Flat Donner Lake Wagon Rd.

The original Cardwell House had 78 bedrooms, sitting
rooms, ladies parlor, a dining room, and saloon. The new
Summit Hotel had 87 rooms, a very nice billiard room, and
could accommodate 320} guests at one time in the dining
room. In addition to the hotel, it had a grocery store, meat
market, post office, postal telegraph office, and a dry goods
store. It had one bathtub and a two story red painted outhouse (ladies
on the second floor and gentlemen on the first). It took one man, full-
time, to deal with all of the oil lamps and wood stoves. The hotel had
its own sawmill to keep it supplied with wood for heating and cooking.
Eventually the hotel got its own Delco Electric Plant when it switched
to electricity.
The hotel employed dozens of workers:
Summit Hotel chambermaids, bartenders, a stable man,
a roustabout, milkers, teamsters, a black-
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